PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

The adjectives passive and active might be used
to separate amorphous from organised Religion,
i.e. the feeling-attitude from the behaviour.
* Passive/ used in this connection, would mean
simply that the person does not actively seek
those advantages the gods might procure, but
is content to be acted upon by them.

Unorganised religiosity must be, it seems, the
necessary precursor of organised Religion; it is
its larval stage. But it does not by any means
disappear from society when a system of definite
relations with gods, or with impersonal sources
of religious inspiration, has been developed. In
all societies there is always a large number of
people who live in the limbo of organised
Religion. They are open to the influence of
religious agents, in which they believe more or
less cold-heartedly, without ever entering into
definite and fixed relations with them.
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